Roy's career, and Roy wrote John Harper's obituary for the British Ecological Society (Turkington 2009 ).
After receiving his PhD, Roy and his wife Evelyn left for Canada to a postdoctoral position with Professor Paul Cavers, also a former Harper student, at the University of Western Ontario. Shortly afterwards, The University of British Columbia's (UBC) Botany Department advertised for a tenure track field ecologist and Roy was awarded the position in the fall of 1977. At UBC, Roy developed a remarkable 37-year career through to his recent retirement in June 2015. During his time at UBC, Roy published over 120 peer-reviewed articles, many in the top-tiered journals in ecology, which were consistently funded by Canada's federal science funding agency, the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council; pursued research projects in Canada, the United States of America, the United Kingdom, Israel, Kenya, and China; and taught thousands of undergraduate students the science and the joys of plant ecology.
Roy has contributed to many different sub-disciplines within the field of plant ecology, from plant traits to populations, communities, and ecosystems, with the most significant impacts being in the areas of competition and community structure. From his competition research, Roy took a 'plant-eye-view', or Darwinian perspective. One of the papers Roy published with John Harper based on his PhD dissertation (Turkington and Harper 1979 ) was recognized as ''one of the top 100 most influential papers published by the British Ecological Society '' as part of the BES centenary celebrations. The paper demonstrated for the first time that biotic interactions between neighbours influence selective pressure on competitive ability and plant performance. Lonnie Aarssen and Loyal Mehrhoff, PhD students under Roy's supervision, followed this line of research and Roy and Loyal contributed a chapter to Perspectives on Plant Competition, a collection edited by David Tilman and James Grace that remains influential to this day as a reference and guide for future research (Turkington and Mehrhoff 1990) . Recent research conducted by another of Roy's former PhD student's, Andrew MacDougall, tested whether dominant invasive species are driving community change or are ''passengers along for the environmental ride '' (MacDougall and Turkington 2005) . They examined the relative importance of competition and dispersal limitation with experimental seed additions within a controlled disturbance design that included mowing and weeding. Their conclusion, that the passenger model best explained exotic dominance, has resulted in a new line of research in biological invasion theory. In light of Roy's notable academic achievements, perhaps Roy's biggest legacy to the science of plant ecology is the mentorship he has provided to the many graduate students that have populated his lab (Table 1) . Roy is a true mentor, providing guidance and support to all of the people who have migrated through his lab. He has lent his skills and his labour from the experimental fields in Abbotsford, British Columbia (BC) to Port Hardy, BC, to Victoria, BC; from Kluane in the Northwest Territories to the Negev desert in Israel; and more recently, in the oak forests of southeastern China. Roy has a knack for getting the best out of his graduate students and postdoctoral fellows, which is reflected in their accomplishments today. Roy's former students can be found in faculty positions across Canada, the USA, and the UK.
Roy is a storyteller, which students love, because they can relate to the real events and real people that are behind the experiments and theories that contribute to the science of ecology. While students were wrapped up in the stories that Roy shared while teaching, they also often found themselves riveted to Roy's balancing act as he perched his feet, half on and half off, while teetering back and forth on the edge of the lecture hall stage six feet in the air, as he talked. He never fell, likely because of his athletic ability; a champion track star in his youth, he now wins medals at sprinting and long jump events at senior meets across Canada.
We took this opportunity to celebrate Roy's career on his retirement. On 30 June 2015, a special symposium was held at UBC involving a full day of original research talks and reminiscences from his former students and colleagues (Fig. 1) . Here, we have collected the original research into a Special Issue, reflecting the many interests that spurred Roy's career.
This Special Issue is separated into two main themes: (1) Plant traits and population dynamics and (2) Community structure. For the first theme, we start with a paper that investigates factors that determine plant trait similarity (Fraser et al. 2016 ). The second is a focused study of plant traits of the invasive Heterotheca subaxillaris along its geographic range (Sternberg 2016) . The third paper defines and tests a novel cost-benefit model for plant-plant interactions (Lortie et al. 2016 ). The fourth is an investigation of shifting plant geographic ranges (Jones and Gilbert 2016) . The fifth paper investigates plant response of two grass species along a rainfall gradient (Dyer et al. 2016 ), the sixth is an investigation of root production in contrasting ecosystems (Balogianni et al. 2016) , and the seventh and final paper of the first theme is a study of acorn dispersal, predation, and recruitment in Southwest China (Xia et al. 2016) . To begin the second theme, the eighth paper is a test of plant functional groups on ecosystem properties (McLaren et al. 2016) . The ninth paper investigates biotic and abiotic factors that control growth and survival of smooth brome (Carrigy et al. 2016) . The tenth paper investigates the effects of litter quantity and quality on soil nutrients and litter invertebrates in a southern China oak forest (Lu et al. 2016) . The eleventh paper tests the effects of herbivore and litter on acorn germination and seedling survival in a Southwestern China forest , and the twelfth and final paper in the Special Issue investigates the impact of animal memory on seed dispersal (John et al. 2016) .
